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Abstract

Advancements in technology and the introduction of the internet, necessitated the
introduction of new media or social media in the world today. This new emergence
has greatly affected the academic performance of students globally, either positively
or negatively which gave room for researchers to conduct research, to discover
whether the relationship between the new media and academic performance of
students is either negative or positive. This study aimed to majorly examine the
influence of TikTok addiction, on the academic performance of undergraduates in
Kwara state, Nigeria. Specifically, this study investigated the level of TikTok addiction
among Kwara state undergraduates, measured the influence of TikTok addiction on
academic performance, and examined the influence of TikTok addiction on academic
performance based on gender and type of University (public and private). Using the
Agenda Setting Theory as a theoretical framework. A cross-sectional survey was used
to collect, a total of 234 responses were collected from Thomas Adewumi University
and 381 responses were obtained from the University of llorin via Google form, to
attain and examine the major and specific objective of this study. The findings revealed
that TikTok usage does not negatively affect academic performance, and no significant
differences were found across gender and university type as regard TikTok addiction.
The study recommends that future researchers adopt the Uses and Gratification Theory
to further explore the motivation behind TikTok usage. Additionally, it suggests
investigating the influence of TikTok addiction on academic performance in
universities with varying phone usage policies. Furthermore, this study recommends a
comparative analysis of TikTok Addiction should be done across Polytechnic and
public and private universities. This study contributes to the understanding of social
media’s impact on academic outcomes and provides insight for educators.
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