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COURSE OUTLINE

1. Introduction to Emergency and Disaster Management,
Definition of terms and Historical background to
disaster management

2. Understanding natural disasters, Causes and
Characteristics. Impact Assessment and Mitigation
strategies and early warning systems
3. Man-Made Disasters, Factors contributing to man-
made disasters and prevention
4. Social Conflicts and Emergencies (Examining
communal and religious violence as emergency
situations Root causes and triggers of social conflicts,
Conflict resolution strategies and community
engagement)



COURSE OUTLINE (Cont)
5. Crowd Control and Management

6. Government's Role in Emergency Management

7. The Role of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in Emergency
Management

8. Role of religious organizations in providing aid and support during disasters

9. Global perspective on disaster management. International organizations and
treaties related to disaster response

10. Community Resilience

11. Case Studies and Final Thoughts Analysis of real-world emergency situations
and responses Lessons learned and best practices in emergency and disaster
management



Course Objectives
At the end of this class, it is expected that the students will be able to address the following among 
others;

• Assess and identify disasters prone areas in the country 

• Assessment method 

• The five-step risk process  

• Matching the response to the threat 

• Measuring Risk 

• Implement disaster avoidance strategies  

• Avoiding disasters by taking effective  preventive actions 

• Creating contingency plans for unavoidable threats 

• Organize  team structures for use in an emergency 

• Create a recovery plan from the response to a disaster 

• Identify appropriate strategies to recover the infrastructures/ 

• Respond to recovery scenarios 

• Organize and manage recovery teams 

• Test and maintain an effective recovery plan in a rapidly changing technology environment



• Emergency, Riot and Disaster Control Management is a 3-
credit unit course. The course focused on;

a. The meaning and approaches to nature,

b. forms, and types of Emergency,

c. Riots and Disasters Management.

d. Emergency, Riot and Disaster Control
Management in Nigeria, Africa, other developing
nations and countries



e. Identify, analyse, and proffer solutions to Emergency and Disaster 
problems locally and internationally. 

f. Discuss issues that bother on ways to effect basic security 
measures and policies and identifying  various disasters and threats 
that can jeopardise the safety of any people or community.  

g. This course deals with the analysis and assessment of various 
disasters, disasters prone areas, and their management and 
prevention where possible 

h. Identify these disasters and develop diagnostic frameworks 
through which they can proffer solutions towards hazard mitigation 
and effective disaster management



INTRODUCTION
• What is Emergency? 

✓ The term emergency is an integral part of human society which pose the a 
great concern for humanity. 

 

✓To a layman the word emergency means sudden crisis requiring action. It is 
an unexpected and sudden event that must be dealt with urgently.

✓The United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction (2004) 
defines disaster management as the systematic process of using 
administrative decisions, organization, operational skills and capacities to 
implement policies, strategies and coping capacities of the society and 
communities to lessen the impacts of natural hazards and related 
environmental and technological disasters



Haddow and Bullock (2004) exchangeable present 

emergency management as disaster or risk management.

In summary, the word Emergency Management 

can be seen as a continuous process by which 

all individuals, groups, and communities 

manage hazards in an effort to avoid or 

ameliorate the impact of disasters resulting 

from the hazards



Definition of Key Terms

•Disaster is a sudden, devastating event that causes 
disruption of the functioning of a community or a society 
with widespread, human materials, economic and 
environmental losses which exceed the ability of the 
affected community or society to cope using its own level 
of resources (UN/ISDR 2004)

Types of Disaster

❖ Natural Disaster

❖Man-Made or Artificial Disaster 



Criteria for classification of event as Disaster

•Noting that disaster disrupts society, the following 
must however be present to classify any negative 
situation as disaster according to the International 
Strategy for Disaster Reduction;

a. report of 10 or more people’s death

b. At least over 100 persons must be affected 

c. A declaration of state of emergency by the relevant 
government

d. A request by the national government for 
international assistance



Crisis 
•Crisis can be defined as a turning point at which the 
trend of all future events especially better or worse is 
determined. It presents a cause of instability or danger, 
in social, economic and political.

•Types of Crisis
a. Intentional or planned crisis such as terrorism
b. Unintentional or unplanned crisis such as flooding
c. Crisis can also be internal (caused within the 

organization) or External (caused by external threat)



Civil Disturbances
• Civil disturbances are recurrent feature of society, often occurring 

without prior anticipation or preparation. Given the multifaceted and 
insatiable nature of human desires, coupled with the potential for 
actions or inactions by those in positions of authority to provoke 
unrest, it becomes imperative to acknowledge that civil disturbances 
can arise unpredictably, ranging from mild to turbulent. Consequently, 
there is a pressing need to proactively prepare for and recognize 
warning signs, understanding how to effectively manage, mitigate, or 
even prevent such disturbances to minimize their potentially 
catastrophic effects.

• Civil unrest is the result of groups or individuals within the population 
feeling, rightly or wrongly, that their needs or rights are not being 
met, either by the society at large, a segment thereof, or the current 
overriding political system



Effects of Civil Disturbance 

•Civil disturbance can, in extreme cases, cause 
the following effect in the society: 

a. An extensive social disruption,  

b. Loss of jobs, 

c. Death, and 

d. Property damage.  



Mitigation of Civil Disturbance 
• Given the unpredictable nature of civil unrest, a prudent stance 

towards the current circumstances is essential. To prevent or 
alleviate civil unrest, society as a whole must address the 
underlying social issues within the community. As conditions 
conducive to widespread unrest emerge, the governing bodies 
must diligently observe the situation and undertake necessary 
measures to alleviate tension and resolve disputes. 

• The capacity to promptly respond to civil disturbances is pivotal 
for both emergency responders and the populace. Consequently, 
emergency response organizations should meticulously strategize 
and train for such scenarios. 



Ways of Combating Civil Disturbances 
• Maintaining a list of local community contacts or leaders who are 

available to assist when strife or controversial events effect the 
community; 

• Making sure there is an accurate and timely release of critical 
information to the public through a designated public information 
officer; 

• Developing a disorder response team of personnel who are specially 
trained to intervene before minor disturbances escalate; 

• Meeting with leaders of labour disputes before they escalate into strike 
or illegal activities; 

• Holding meetings with members of the local community to listen to 
their concerns, both on a regular basis, to develop community trust, and 
when tensions arise.  



What is Disaster Management

❑Disaster Management is aimed at minimizing the 
broad consequences of a disaster and demands full 
preparedness with regard to organizational 
readiness, communication and coordination among 
all partners, resource availability and professional 
engagement. 
❑Disaster management refers to the systematic 
process of planning, organizing, coordinating, and 
implementing measures to mitigate, prepare for, 
respond to, and recover from disasters.



➢ According to South African Disasters Management Act (2002), disaster is a 
natural or artificial event, occurring with or without warning, causing 
widespread human, material, economic or environmental losses which 
exceed the ability of the affected community or society to cope with its 
effects using only their own resources. It further adds that disaster is a 
function of the risk process.

➢ Disaster could be natural or artificial. Common natural causes of disasters 
include earthquakes, floods, hurricanes, typhoons, tornadoes tsunamis, 
volcanic eruptions, drought, wildfires, landslides and avalanches.  Artificial 
disasters comprise both technological and sociological disasters. Some of its 
examples are airplanes, ships, or railways, and vehicular mishaps. Other 
artificial disasters can be traced to the collapse of buildings, bridges, tunnels, 
and mines or bombs explosions and fires unintentionally triggered by humans, 
terrorism as well as  violent conflicts and war whether international or national 
ethnic violence



Emergency Reconstruction 
• In any strategy aimed at both recovery and pre-disaster planning, emergency 

response must be seamlessly integrated. Naturally, as the time between 
occurrences of disasters lengthens, governments may find it challenging to 
justify the necessary investments in mitigation efforts. The absence of such 
mitigation measures often serves as a marker of underdevelopment, 
particularly noticeable in many developing nations—a challenge that 
institutions like the World Bank can play a pivotal role in addressing. 

• While complete prevention of disaster consequences may not always be 
feasible, there are often technical means available to mitigate their impact, 
thereby reducing loss of life and damage to infrastructure. Many natural 
disaster types benefit from well-developed prediction systems, risk analysis, 
and mapping. With the presence of appropriate institutions and sufficient 
resources, catastrophic outcomes can be averted.



Effective Crowd Control and Management 
Strategies
• Crowds are a regular aspect of numerous events, meetings, and 

public locations, but their size and behaviour can pose issues for 
safety and order.

• Factors that influence crowd behaviour include group dynamics, 
emotions, perceptions, and external inputs. Crowds can be 
cooperative or disruptive, depending on the setting and 
environment.

• Crowd control's key goals are to ensure public safety, maintain 
order, protect property, and enable the calm flow of people. 
Effective crowd management tries to avoid overcrowding, 
stampedes, and other potentially dangerous circumstances.



Communication and Engagement
• Efficient crowd management requires clear and proactive 

communication. Providing the crowd with directions, 
information, and warnings via signage, announcements, 
and trained staff aids in the maintenance of order and the 
prevention of panic.

• Engaging with the crowd in a courteous and empathic 
manner helps reduce tension, develop trust, and 
encourage cooperation. Crowd control officers should be 
trained in de-escalation and conflict resolution.



Physical Barriers and Access Control
•Physical barriers including fences, barricades, 
and crowd-control barriers govern traffic flow, 
create designated regions, and prevent unlawful 
entrance to restricted areas.

•Access control techniques, such as ticketing, 
access gates, and security checkpoints, assist 
manage crowds and keep events and venues 
organized.



Crowd Monitoring and Response
•Continuous observing of group conduct and 
conditions is fundamental for identifying expected 
gambles and answering quickly to emanant 
circumstances. Observation cameras, swarm 
examination programming, and prepared spectators 
can help with checking swarm elements.
• In the occasion of interruptions or crises, swarm 
control faculty ought to execute pre-laid out 
conventions for swarm dispersal, clearing, or 
regulation while focusing on open security.



The Collaborative Role of Law Enforcement and 
Community Leaders in Maintaining Order

• Law Enforcement Agencies: Ensuring Consistence with Regulations: Policing 
are liable for maintaining and upholding regulations and guidelines inside 
their purview. This incorporates tending to crime, keeping public control, and 
guaranteeing the security of inhabitants.

• o Preventing and Answering Episodes: Policemen assume a urgent part in 
forestalling and answering occurrences that undermine public security, like 
violations, aggravations, and crises. They are prepared to survey 
circumstances, mediate when essential, and de-heighten clashes to forestall 
acceleration.

• o Building Connections: Policing endeavour to assemble positive 
associations with the local area they serve through effort, commitment, and 
cooperation. This includes paying attention to local area concerns, tending to 
complaints, and cooperating to recognize and resolve fundamental issues 
adding to wrongdoing and problem



Community Leaders
• Fostering Trust and Collaboration: People group pioneers, including chose 

authorities, strict pioneers, and grassroots coordinators, assume a 
fundamental part in cultivating trust and collaboration among occupants 
and policing. They act as contacts between the local area and policing, 
pushing for the necessities and worries of inhabitants.

• Promoting Compromise: People group pioneers work with discourse and 
advance quiet compromise inside their areas. They support open 
correspondence, intercession, and joint effort to address debates and 
complaints before they grow into viciousness or agitation.

• Empowering People group: Local area pioneers engage occupants to play a 
functioning job in keeping everything under control and advancing wellbeing 
inside their areas. This might include sorting out area watch programs, local 
area watches, and wrongdoing counteraction drives that draw in occupants 
in endeavours to deflect crime and work on personal satisfaction



Collaborative Efforts
• Association and Coordinated effort: Powerful support of request requires 

close cooperation between policing and local area pioneers. By 
cooperating, they can distinguish shared needs, foster composed systems, 
and assemble assets to address neighbourhood concerns and difficulties.

• Local area Policing Drives: People group policing drives empower proactive 
commitment between policemen and local area individuals to 
cooperatively address wrongdoing and issues. These drives underscore 
critical thinking, local area commitment, and organizations to upgrade 
public security and trust.

• Emergency Mediation and Reaction: During emergencies or crises, policing 
and local area pioneers should team up to give convenient and powerful 
reactions. This might include joint preparation, correspondence, and asset 
designation to guarantee an organized and caring way to deal with 
emergencies on the board.



Government Role in Emergency Management
• The government plays a crucial role in managing emergencies, 

safeguarding lives, property, and infrastructure, and ensuring a 
coordinated response to disasters. Examples of Government 
Agencies Responsibilities in Disaster Response includes;

1. Emergency Management Agency (EMA) or Civil Protection 
Agency

2. Fire and Rescue Services

3. Public Health Agencies

4. Emergency Medical Services

5. Human Services and Social Welfare Agencies

6. Law Enforcement Agencies



1. Policy Turn of events and Arranging:

• Government offices are liable for creating strategies, guidelines, and structures for crisis the 
board. This incorporates laying out rules, principles, and strategies for readiness, reaction, 
recuperation, and alleviation endeavours.

• Comprehensive crisis plans are drafted to frame jobs, obligations, and conventions for 
different partners, guaranteeing a planned and compelling reaction to various sorts of crises

2. Resource Allotment and Coordination:

• Governments designate assets, including financing, faculty, gear, and supplies, to help crisis 
the board exercises. These assets are appropriated in light of hazard evaluations, needs 
examinations, and prioritization of reaction endeavours.

• Government offices coordinate with bureaucratic, state, neighbourhood, and ancestral 
specialists, as well as Non-Governmental Organization (NGOs), confidential area accomplices, 
and worldwide organizations, to activate assets and work with cooperative reaction 
endeavours.

• 3. Emergency Reaction and Activities:

• During crises, government organizations are answerable for planning and executing reaction 
tasks to address prompt dangers to public wellbeing and alleviate the effect of fiascos.

• This incorporates sending crisis staff, for example, firemen, cops, clinical faculty, and public 
works groups, to direct inquiry and salvage tasks, give clinical help, and re-establish a basic 
foundation.



4. Public Admonition and Correspondence:

• Governments spread ideal and exact data to people in general through 
different correspondence channels, including crisis alarms, media discharges, 
online entertainment, and public declarations.

• Public training and effort crusades are directed to bring issues to light about 
likely dangers, crisis readiness measures, clearing techniques, and accessible 
assets for help.

5. Recovery and Restoration:

• Following the prompt reaction stage, government offices lead endeavours to 
work with recuperation and recovery in impacted networks. This includes 
surveying harm, giving monetary help, and supporting the remaking of 
framework, homes, and organizations.

• Long-term recuperation plans are created to address the physical, close to 
home, and financial requirements of calamity survivors and advance strength 
and supportable improvement in misfortune-impacted regions.



The Role of NGOs in Disaster Relief and 
Recovery

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) play a critical role in 
disaster relief and recovery efforts, complementing the efforts of 
government agencies and providing essential support to affected 
communities.

1. Emergency Response and Relief Operations:
• NGOs are often among the first responders to disasters, 

providing immediate assistance, such as food, water, shelter, 
and medical care, to affected populations.

• Through their extensive networks and local presence, NGOs can 
rapidly mobilize resources, personnel, and volunteers to deliver 
life-saving aid to disaster-affected areas.



2. Support for Vulnerable Populations:

• NGOs focus on meeting the needs of vulnerable populations, including 
children, the elderly, persons with disabilities, and marginalized 
communities, who are disproportionately impacted by disasters.

• They prioritize the provision of specialized services, such as 
psychosocial support, protection for women and children, and 
assistance for refugees and displaced persons.

3. Community Engagement and Capacity Building:

• NGOs work closely with local communities to assess needs, identify 
priorities, and develop context-specific response plans that empower 
communities to participate in their own recovery.

• They facilitate community-led initiatives, training programs, and skill-
building activities to enhance local resilience, preparedness, and 
adaptive capacity.



4. Advocacy and Policy Influence:
• NGOs advocate for the rights and interests of disaster-affected populations, raising 

awareness about their needs and pressing for policy changes that promote inclusive, 
rights-based approaches to disaster management.

• They engage in dialogue with government authorities, humanitarian agencies, and 
other stakeholders to influence decision-making, resource allocation, and policy 
development in disaster response and recovery.

5. Long-Term Recovery and Reconstruction:
• Beyond the immediate relief phase, NGOs play a crucial role in supporting long-term 

recovery and reconstruction efforts, focusing on rebuilding infrastructure, restoring 
livelihoods, and revitalizing communities.

• They collaborate with local partners, government agencies, and donors to 
implement sustainable development projects that address underlying vulnerabilities 
and promote resilience to future disasters.



Challenges and Ethical Consideration of NGOs:
a. Funding and Resource Constraints: NGOs often face challenges in securing 

adequate funding and resources to sustain their relief and recovery 
operations over the long term, particularly in protracted or underfunded 
crises.

b. Coordination and Collaboration: Effective coordination and collaboration 
among NGOs, government agencies, and other stakeholders are essential 
for maximizing impact, avoiding duplication of efforts, and addressing gaps 
in service delivery.

c. Accountability and Transparency: NGOs must adhere to principles of 
accountability and transparency in their operations, ensuring that aid 
reaches intended beneficiaries, and resources are used efficiently and 
effectively.

d. Localization and Sustainability: Promoting localization and building the 
capacity of local NGOs and community-based organizations is critical for 
ensuring sustainable, context-appropriate disaster response and recovery 
efforts.



Enhancing Collaboration Between Government and NGOs 
in Disaster Management

• IntrodCollaboration between government agencies and 
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) is essential for 
effective disaster management. By leveraging their 
respective strengths, resources, and expertise, government 
and NGOs can enhance preparedness, response, and 
recovery efforts. 

• This class will explore the importance of collaboration 
between government and NGOs in disaster management 
and strategies for fostering effective partnerships



Importance of Collaboration
1. Complementary Expertise and Resources: Government agencies possess resources, 

authority, and infrastructure necessary for large-scale disaster response and recovery operations. 
NGOs, on the other hand, often have specialized expertise, local knowledge, and agility to deliver 
targeted assistance to affected communities. Collaboration allows for the pooling of resources, 
capabilities, and knowledge from both sectors, resulting in a more comprehensive and effective 
disaster response.

2. Reach and Accessibility: NGOs often have established networks and grassroots connections 
within communities, allowing them to reach vulnerable populations that may be inaccessible to 
government agencies. Collaboration enables government agencies to leverage NGOs' local 
presence and community trust to ensure that aid and services are delivered equitably and 
inclusively.

3. Innovation and Adaptability: NGOs are known for their innovation, flexibility, and ability to 
adapt quickly to evolving disaster situations. They can pilot new approaches, technologies, and 
strategies in disaster response and recovery efforts. Collaboration with government agencies 
provides NGOs with access to government funding, support, and legitimacy, while government 
agencies benefit from NGOs' innovative solutions and grassroots insights.

4. Community Engagement and Empowerment: NGOs often prioritize community participation, 
empowerment, and ownership in their disaster management initiatives. They engage directly with 
communities to assess needs, identify priorities, and develop context-appropriate solutions. 
Collaboration between government and NGOs fosters participatory decision-making, builds trust 
with affected communities, and promotes community resilience and self-reliance.



Strategies for Collaboration:
a. Establishment of Partnerships and Networks: Foster formal partnerships, memoranda of understanding 

(MOUs), and collaboration agreements between government agencies and NGOs to outline roles, 
responsibilities, and expectations. Facilitate regular communication, coordination meetings, and joint 
planning exercises to strengthen relationships and build trust between partners.

b. Training and Capacity Building: Provide training, technical assistance, and capacity-building support to 
enhance the preparedness, response, and coordination capacities of both government and NGO 
personnel. Foster cross-sectoral learning and knowledge exchange through workshops, seminars, and joint 
training exercises focused on disaster management best practices.

c. Information Sharing and Coordination Mechanisms: Establish communication protocols, information-
sharing platforms, and coordination mechanisms to facilitate real-time exchange of situational awareness, 
data, and resources between government agencies and NGOs. Utilize technology, such as digital 
platforms, GIS mapping, and social media, to improve communication, coordination, and decision-making 
during disaster events.

d. Community Engagement and Local Partnerships: Involve local NGOs, community-based organizations, 
and grassroots networks in disaster planning, response, and recovery efforts to ensure that interventions 
are culturally appropriate, context-specific, and community-driven. Empower communities to participate 
in decision-making, contribute local knowledge, and take ownership of disaster management initiatives 
with support from both government and NGO partners.



The Role of Religious Organizations in Disaster Relief and Recovery

Religious organizations have a long history of providing humanitarian aid 
and support to communities affected by disasters. Their moral values, 
extensive networks, and commitment to serving others make them valuable 
partners in disaster relief efforts.

1. Immediate Assistance and Shelter: Religious organizations often 
mobilize quickly to provide immediate assistance, including food, water, 
shelter, and medical care, to disaster-affected populations. They utilize 
their existing infrastructure, such as churches, mosques, temples, and 
community centers, to offer refuge and support to those in need.

2. Psychosocial Support and Counseling: Religious leaders and volunteers 
offer emotional and spiritual support to disaster survivors, helping them 
cope with trauma, grief, and loss. They provide counseling, prayer, and 
spiritual guidance to individuals and families struggling to rebuild their 
lives.



3. Community Engagement and Mobilization: Religious organizations play a 
vital role in mobilizing communities to respond to disasters and support 
recovery efforts. They leverage their religious teachings, values, and 
networks to promote solidarity, cooperation, and mutual aid among 
community members.

4. Logistical Support and Resource Distribution: Religious organizations 
facilitate the distribution of relief supplies, such as food, clothing, hygiene 
kits, and medical supplies, to affected communities. They coordinate with 
government agencies, NGOs, and other stakeholders to ensure that aid 
reaches those most in need.

5. Long-Term Recovery and Rebuilding: In addition to immediate relief 
efforts, religious organizations are involved in long-term recovery and 
rebuilding initiatives. They participate in infrastructure reconstruction, 
livelihood support programs, and community development projects aimed 
at restoring hope and resilience to disaster-affected communities



Challenges and Considerations:
a. Interfaith Collaboration and Coordination: Effective collaboration and 

coordination among religious organizations of different faiths are essential for 
maximizing the impact of their collective efforts and avoiding duplication of 
services.

b. Cultural Sensitivity and Respect for Diversity: Religious organizations must be 
sensitive to the cultural, religious, and ethnic diversity of disaster-affected 
communities. They should respect local customs, traditions, and beliefs while 
providing assistance and support.

c. Accountability and Transparency: Religious organizations should uphold 
principles of accountability and transparency in their disaster relief operations. 
They should ensure that aid is distributed fairly, ethically, and without 
discrimination, and that resources are used efficiently and effectively.

d. Safety and Security of Volunteers: Religious volunteers involved in disaster relief 
efforts must receive adequate training, support, and protection to ensure their 
safety and well-being in challenging and potentially hazardous environments.



Community Resilience in Disaster Management:

•Community resilience plays a vital role in 
disaster management, as resilient communities 
are better equipped to withstand, adapt to, and 
recover from adverse events. 

•This class will explore the concept of community 
resilience in the context of disaster management 
and discuss strategies for strengthening 
community resilience.



Definition and Components:

•Community resilience refers to the collective 
capacity of a community to bounce back from 
adversity, including natural disasters, economic 
downturns, and social disruptions.

•Key components of community resilience include 
social cohesion, adaptive capacity, robust 
infrastructure, effective communication, and 
strong leadership.



Strategies for Strengthening Community Resilience: 

a.  Building Social Capital: Foster social connections and networks within the 
community, encouraging trust, cooperation, and mutual support among residents. 
Strengthen community institutions, such as neighborhood associations, schools, and 
religious organizations, which serve as hubs for social interaction and collective action.

b. Enhancing Preparedness and Response: Develop and implement community-wide 
disaster preparedness plans, involving residents in hazard identification, risk 
assessment, and emergency planning. Conduct regular drills, training exercises, and 
simulations to test response capabilities and improve coordination among local 
stakeholders.

c. Investing in Infrastructure and Environmental Protection: Upgrade critical 
infrastructure, including roads, bridges, utilities, and communication networks, to 
enhance resilience to natural hazards and technological disasters. Promote sustainable 
land use practices, conservation efforts, and green infrastructure initiatives to mitigate 
environmental risks and protect natural resources.



d. Promoting Economic Stability and Livelihoods: Support local businesses, 
entrepreneurs, and workers by diversifying economic opportunities, creating job 
training programs, and fostering innovation and entrepreneurship. Strengthen 
social safety nets, such as unemployment insurance, affordable housing, and food 
assistance programs, to buffer against economic shocks and support vulnerable 
populations.

e. Facilitating Information Sharing and Communication: Establish robust 
communication networks and information-sharing platforms to disseminate timely 
and accurate information before, during, and after disasters. Engage with diverse 
community members through multiple channels, including social media, 
community meetings, and door-to-door outreach, to ensure that information 
reaches all segments of the population.

f. Addressing Social and Health Equity: Promote social justice, equity, and 
inclusion in disaster planning and response efforts, addressing disparities in access 
to resources, services, and opportunities. Prioritize the needs of vulnerable 
populations, including low-income communities, elderly individuals, persons with 
disabilities, and marginalized groups, in disaster management initiatives.



Community-Based Disaster Risk Reduction Programs

•Community-based disaster risk reduction 
(CBDRR) programs empower local communities 
to identify, assess, and mitigate risks, enhancing 
their resilience to disasters. 

•These programs prioritize community 
participation, local knowledge, and bottom-up 
approaches to disaster management.



Principles of Community-Based Disaster Risk Reduction:

• Community Participation: CBDRR programs involve active 
participation and engagement of community members in all 
stages of the disaster risk management process, from risk 
assessment and planning to implementation and evaluation. 
Communities are empowered to identify their own vulnerabilities, 
strengths, and priorities, fostering ownership and sustainability of 
risk reduction initiatives.

• Local Knowledge and Expertise: Local knowledge, traditional 
practices, and indigenous wisdom are valued and integrated into 
CBDRR programs, complementing scientific and technical 
expertise. Communities possess invaluable insights into local 
hazards, vulnerabilities, and coping mechanisms, which inform 
context-specific risk reduction strategies.



•Capacity Building and Empowerment: CBDRR 
programs prioritize capacity building and skill 
development within communities, equipping 
them with the knowledge, skills, and resources 
to prepare for, respond to, and recover from 
disasters. Empowering communities to take 
proactive measures to reduce risks enhances 
their resilience and self-reliance in the face of 
adversity



Strategies for Community-Based Disaster Risk Reduction: 
1. Risk Assessment and Mapping: Facilitate participatory risk assessments and mapping 
exercises with community members to identify hazards, vulnerabilities, and assets 
within the local context. Use participatory tools and techniques, such as hazard 
mapping, vulnerability scoring, and community asset mapping, to generate localized 
risk profiles and inform risk reduction strategies.

2. Community Action Planning: Collaborate with community members to develop 
community action plans that prioritize risk reduction measures based on identified 
vulnerabilities and local priorities. Ensure that action plans are realistic, feasible, and 
tailored to the specific needs and capacities of the community, incorporating traditional 
knowledge and indigenous practices where relevant.

3. Capacity Development and Training: Provide training, workshops, and educational 
programs to enhance community members' skills in disaster preparedness, response, 
and recovery. Offer training in first aid, search and rescue techniques, early warning 
systems, and livelihood diversification to build local capacity and resilience.

4. Infrastructure and Ecosystem-Based Interventions: Implement infrastructure 
upgrades and ecosystem-based approaches to reduce physical vulnerabilities and 
enhance natural resilience to hazards. Examples include constructing flood-resistant 
buildings, restoring wetlands and mangroves for coastal protection, and implementing 
reforestation projects to mitigate landslide risks.



Benefits of Community-Based Disaster Risk Reduction 

1. Localized Solutions and Sustainability: CBDRR programs generate 
locally-driven, context-specific solutions that are tailored to the unique 
needs and capacities of each community, ensuring their sustainability 
and relevance over time.

2. Social Cohesion and Community Resilience: Engaging community 
members in collaborative risk reduction efforts fosters social cohesion, 
trust, and solidarity, strengthening community resilience and adaptive 
capacity.

3. Cost-Effectiveness and Efficiency: CBDRR programs leverage existing 
community resources, knowledge, and networks, making them cost-
effective and efficient compared to top-down, externally-driven 
approaches.



Conclusion
✓Community-based disaster risk reduction programs are 
integral to building resilient communities that can withstand 
and recover from disasters. By prioritizing community 
participation, local knowledge, and capacity building, these 
programs empower communities to take ownership of their 
own risk reduction efforts, leading to more sustainable, 
effective, and inclusive disaster management practices. 

✓Collaboration among community members, government 
agencies, NGOs, and other stakeholders is essential for the 
success of CBDRR initiatives and the creation of safer, more 
resilient communities for all.



Recommended Materials for further 
reading

• "Introduction to Emergency Management" by George D. Haddow, Jane A. 
Bullock, and Damon P. Coppola.

• "Disaster Emergency Management: The Emergence of Professional Help 
Services for Victims of Natural Disasters" by David Etkin.

• "Principles of Emergency Management and Emergency Operations 
Centers (EOC)" by Michael J. Fagel.

International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction

• Natural Hazards Review

• Journal of Emergency Management

• Disasters: The Journal of Disaster Studies, Policy, and Management



• Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) website (www.fema.gov)

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Emergency Preparedness and 
Response website (www.cdc.gov/phpr/)

• United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) website 
(www.undrr.org)

• United Nations Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030

• National Response Framework (NRF) by FEMA

• Incident Command System (ICS) Field Operations Guide by FEMA

• Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and International Organizations:

• International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
(www.ifrc.org)

• World Health Organization (WHO) Emergency and Humanitarian Action 
(www.who.int/emergencies)

• Research Papers and Articles:

• Access academic databases like PubMed, Google Scholar, or JSTOR to find 
specific research papers and articles related to your lecture topics.

http://www.who.int/emergencies
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