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Introduction

. As you embark on your professional journeys, you'll encoun
challenges, especially in an era of rapid technological advanc

. Today, we'll discuss the importance of navigating the ethical min
in journalism, particularly in the digital age, and look at exa
Nigeria to illustrate these points.



The Ethical minefields Principles of Journalism

At the heart of ethical journalism lie principles like accuracy,
fairness, impartiality, accountability, and independence.

These principles build trust between journalists and the
public, and adhering to them is crucial in the digital age.

Let's explore these principles in more detail.



. The speed of news reporting has increased with digital technology, o

Accuracy and Verification

expense of accu racy.

During the #EndSARS protests in Nigeria, social media was both a tool
mobilization and a source of misinformation.

Example: Media outlets prematurely reporting casualties based on unverifie
media posts.

Ethical journalism requires rigorous verification from multiple sou
reporting.



Fairness and Impartiality

Maintaining impartiality is challenging, especially with p
ISSUES.

. Journalists must present balanced viewpoints and avoid bias.

Example: Political reporting in Nigeria often reflects partisan
perspectives.

Ethical journalism ensures that all candidates' policies
are presented without favour.



Accountability and Transparency

. Accountability involves more than just correcting errors; it
Includes engaging with the audience and being transparent
sources and processes.

. Example: If a news outlet publishes a misleading story, the
Issue a prompt correction and explain the oversight.

- During the COVID-19 pandemic, some Nigerian news
shared unverified treatments, necessitating retractio
scientifically verified updates.



Independence

. Journalists must guard against influences that could compr
their independence, such as political pressure and advertisi
Interests.

. Example: Media outlets receiving substantial revenue from
government ads might face pressure to skew reporting.

- Maintaining editorial independence involves resisting
pressures and reporting truthfully.



Legal Minefields in Journalism

- Journalism balances informing the public with
and ethical obligations.

- Journalists navigate complex legal issues and e
dilemmas.

- Now let’s delve into the minefields




Libel and Defamation

. Publishing false information that harms someo
reputation is libelous.

. Journalists must ensure accuracy to avoid lawsuits.

. Anything misleading or unsubstantiated coul
considered defamatory.



Privacy

- Journalists often deal with sensitive information.

. There's a balance between the truth and the right to p

- Private citizens, especially, deserve privacy protection.



Copyright

. Using copyrighted material without permission is
Illegal.

. Journalists need to be aware of copyright laws.

. Proper attribution of information is essential.



Access to Information

. Journalists have a right to gather information.

. Governments and powerful entities may restrict ac

. Balancing transparency with national security Is
challenge.



Contempt of Court

. Contempt of court refers to any action that disrespects the
Impedes the administration of justice.

. For journalists, this can include publishing information th
prejudices a court case, disobeying court orders, or disrupt
court proceedings.

- Understanding these boundaries is crucial for journali
legal repercussions and uphold the integrity of the j



Nature of Digital Media

Digital media plays a crucial role in our social, political, and economic lives.

It allows users to control what and when they consume content, blurring the lines
consumers and producers.

Digital media is characterized by interactivity, global networking, virtual worlds, an
Instantaneity, transforming how information is shared and received

The digital age introduces specific challenges for ethical journalism, such as the spre
news, clickbait, and social media influences.

Journalists must be vigilant in fact-checking and avoiding sensationalism, fo
responsible reporting



My Discoveries on Digital Media and Law

» Current defamation laws are outdated and do not address the challen
by digital media.

» Digital affordances like anonymity and flexibility of content sharin
updated defamation laws.

» New defamation laws should include components like special damages
online defamation defenses.

» There's a strong need for laws tailored to digital defamation,
are influenced by socio-cultural norms and Nigeria's diversi



\
Challenges of Adjudicating Defamation in the Digi
Environment

Several challenges complicate the adjudication of defamation in the digital age:

. Freedom of expression vs. defamation law tension.

- Jurisdictional issues in cross-border defamation cases.

. Digital affordances like content mutability.

- Culpability of Internet Service Providers and republishers.

~ Issues related to hyperlinking and the adequacy of remedies for onli



Policy Recommendations

» Regulating Social Media: Develop policies to balance freedom of expression and curb

» Stakeholder Collaboration: Engage with technology companies and civil society orga
effective regulations.

» Prioritizing New Laws: Enact new defamation laws tailored to the digital age.

» Independent Regulatory Body: Establish a body to monitor digital media and ensure co
new laws.

~ Digital Media Literacy: Incorporate media literacy into education to promote resp
use.



Parting Shot

. Upholding journalistic principles in the digital age is both a
challenge and an opportunity.

. By committing to accuracy, fairness, impartiality, account
and independence, you can contribute to a well-informed,
democratic society.

~ As you begin your careers, remember your role is noty
Inform but to uphold the truth and integrity of jou



THANK YOU
FOR YOUR
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