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Course Description

Examination of the mass media of communication as a social
Institution with particular attention to pertinent sociological
concepts, themes and problems. The role and relationship of the
mass media vis-a-vis major social institutions. Focus will be on the
sociology and professionalism of mass media communicators, mass
media contents and cultural imperialism of media dependency;
internal dynamics and control of mass media organizations and
mass communication politics; and the role of communication in
development are critically examined

Course Objectives

This course would enable the understanding of the following:
Define communication (a) discuss types of communication (b)
outline the process of communication

Outline forms of African communication system (a) discuss the
advantages of modern means of communication (b) establish the
relationship between traditional and modern means of
communication in Nigeria.

Define the mass media (a) discuss the various classes of the mass
media (b) explain the characteristics of the various classes of the
mass media.

Explain the theory of mass media (a) explain the characteristics and
relevance of theory to the society (b) explain the different types of
theories of the mass media (c) define the kind of theories of the
mass media that we operate in Nigeria.




Explain the different types of media ownership (a) explain the
indirect control of the media (b) explain the reasons behind media
control.

Discuss press freedom (a) outline constitutional guarantees for press
freedom (b) discuss limits to press freedom in Nigeria.

Define social structure (a) explain the importance of social structure
(b) outline the class structure of contemporary Nigeria

Define culture (a) outline the components of culture (b) state the
relationship between culture and the mass media.

Discuss social change (a)outline the approaches to social change (b)
discuss obstacles to social change (c) define the mass media (d)
establish the relationship between social change and the mass
media.

Define cultural imperialism and explain media dependency.

Define globalization (a) discuss the effects of globalization (b)
explain the roles of the mass media in a globalized community.
Define social institutions (a) discuss types of social institutions (b)
explain the relationship between social institutions and the mass
media.

Explain what constitutes economic news (a) discuss confronting
economic journalism (b) explain relationship between the media and
the economy.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the course, students will be able to:

Define communication (a) discuss types of communication (b)
outline the process of communication
Outline forms of African communication system (a) discuss the
advantages of modern means of communication (b) establish the
relationship between traditional and modern means of
communication in Nigeria.

Define the mass media (a) discuss the various classes of the mass
media (b) explain the characteristics of the various classes of the
mass media.

Explain the theory of mass media (a) explain the characteristics and
relevance of theory to the society (b) explain the different types of
theories of the mass media (c) define the kind of theories of the
mass media that we operate in Nigeria.

Explain the different types of media ownership (a) explain the
indirect control of the media (b) explain the reasons behind media
control.




Discuss press freedom (a) outline constitutional guarantees for press
freedom (b) discuss limits to press freedom in Nigeria.

Define social structure (a) explain the importance of social structure
(b) outline the class structure of contemporary Nigeria

Define culture (a) outline the components of culture (b) state the
relationship between culture and the mass media.

Discuss social change (a)outline the approaches to social change (b)
discuss obstacles to social change (c) define the mass media (d)
establish the relationship between social change and the mass
media.

Define cultural imperialism and explain media dependency.

Define globalization (a) discuss the effects of globalization (b)
explain the roles of the mass media in a globalized community.
Define social institutions (a) discuss types of social institutions (b)
explain the relationship between social institutions and the mass
media.

Explain what constitutes economic news (a) discuss confronting
economic journalism (b) explain relationship between the media and
the economy.

Teaching and

The class will meet for two hours each week. Class time will be

Learning used for a combination of lectures and practical sessions
Detailed Course The Communication Process, Traditional and Modern Means of
Content Communication, The Mass Media — Classifications and

Characteristics, Functions of the Mass Media, Theories of the Mass
Media, Overview of the Mass Media in Nigerian Society, Media
Ownership and Control, Press Freedom in Nigeria, The Nigerian
Press Council, The Nigerian Social Structure, Culture and the Mass
Media, Social Change and the Mass Media, Cultural Imperialism
and Media Dependency, Globalization and the Media, Social
Institutions and the Mass Media, Mass Media and Economy,
Technology and the Media, Social Effects of the Mass Media,
Media and Governance, media and society, Media Ethics in Nigeria,
Mass Media and Development

Course Content Sequen

cing

Weeks

Detailed Course Outline Allocated Time

Week 1

The Communication Process, Traditional and 2 hours
Modern Means of Communication

Week 2, 3

4 Hours
, The Mass Media — Classifications and

Characteristics, Functions of the Mass Media,




Theories of the Mass Media, Overview of the
Mass Media in Nigerian Society

Week 4, 5, 6 , The Mass Media — Classifications and 6 Hours
Characteristics, Functions of the Mass Media,
Theories of the Mass Media, Overview of the
Mass Media in Nigerian Society

Week 7, 8 Media Ownership and Control, Press Freedom | 4 Hours
in Nigeria, The Nigerian Press Council, The
Nigerian Social Structure, Culture and the Mass
Media, Social Change and the Mass Media,
Cultural Imperialism and Media Dependency,
Globalization and the Media

Week 9, 10, 11 , Social Institutions and the Mass Media, Mass | 6 Hours
Media and Economy, Technology and the
Media, Social Effects of the Mass Media,
Media and Governance, media and society,
Media Ethics in Nigeria, Mass Media and
Development

Week 12 Examination
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