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Course
Description

This course offers an in-depth exploration of the traditional and informal mechanisms of
crime control within Nigerian society. Through the examination of institutions such as kings,
leaders, cults, shrines, and oaths, students will gain insights into the historical and cultural
methods employed for maintaining social order and addressing criminal behavior. The
course aims to foster a nuanced understanding of the interactions between traditional and
formal systems of crime control.

Course Objectives

At the end of this course students should have an in-depth knowledge of the traditional and
informal mechanisms of crime control within Nigerian society. Through the examination of
institutions such as kings, leaders, cults, shrines, and oaths, students will gain insights into
the historical and cultural methods employed for maintaining social order and addressing
criminal behavior. The course aims to foster a nuanced understanding of the interactions
between traditional and formal systems of crime control.

Learning
Outcomes

At the end of this course students will have an in-depth knowledge of the traditional and
informal mechanisms of crime control within Nigerian society. Through the examination
of institutions such as kings, leaders, cults, shrines, and oaths, students will gain insights
into the historical and cultural methods employed for maintaining social order and
addressing criminal behavior. The course aims to foster a nuanced understanding of the
interactions between traditional and formal systems of crime control.

Teaching and

The class will meet for two hours each week. Class time will be used for a combination of

Learning lectures and practical sessions
Detailed Course have an in-depth knowledge of the traditional and informal mechanisms of crime control
Content within Nigerian society. Through the examination of institutions such as kings, leaders,

cults, shrines, and oaths, students will gain insights into the historical and cultural methods
employed for maintaining social order and addressing criminal behavior. The course aims
to foster a nuanced understanding of the interactions between traditional and formal
systems of crime control.

Course Content Seq

uencing

Weeks

Detailed Course Outline Allocated Time

Week 1

Introduction to Traditional and Informal Crime Control 2 hours
Mechanisms

Overview of the course objectives, structure, and assessment
methods.

Discussion on the significance of traditional crime control
mechanisms in Nigerian society.

Comparison between formal and informal systems of crime

control.




Week 2 Kings and Traditional Leadership in Crime Control 2 hours
Examination of the role of traditional kings and leaders in
maintaining law and order.
Analysis of customary law and its enforcement by traditional
authorities.
Case studies illustrating the authority and limitations of
traditional leaders in crime control.
Week 3 Cults and Secret Societies as Crime Control Agents 2 hours
Exploration of the historical context and functions of cults and
secret societies.
Discussion on the dual nature of cults as both crime control
mechanisms and potential sources of criminality.
Ethical and legal considerations surrounding the activities of
cults.
Week 4 Shrines, Oracles, and Spiritual Sanctions 2 hours
Study of the use of spiritual beliefs and practices for crime
control.
Analysis of the role of shrines and oracles in resolving disputes
and deterring criminal behavior.
Ethical dilemmas and cultural sensitivities associated with
spiritual sanctions
Week 5 Oaths and Sworn Testimonies 2 hours
Overview of the use of oaths and sworn testimonies in traditional
justice systems.
Examination of the cultural significance and social implications
of oath-taking.
Legal implications and challenges in integrating traditional oaths
within formal legal proceedings.
Week 6 Community Engagement and Restorative Justice 2 hours
Introduction to restorative justice principles within traditional
contexts.
Analysis of community involvement in resolving conflicts and
addressing crime.
Comparative assessment of the effectiveness of restorative justice
and punitive approaches.
Week 7 Customary Dispute Resolution Mechanisms 2 hours
Exploration of customary methods for resolving conflicts and
disputes.
Case studies illustrating the application of customary dispute
resolution mechanisms.
Examination of the tensions between traditional and formal legal
systems.
Week 8 Gender and Traditional Crime Control 2 hours
Discussion on gender dynamics in traditional crime control
mechanisms.
Analysis of the role of women in maintaining social order and
resolving disputes.
Evaluation of the challenges and opportunities for gender-
sensitive crime control approaches.
Week 9 Modern Challenges to Traditional Crime Control 2 hours

Examination of the impact of modernization, urbanization, and
globalization on traditional mechanisms.

Analysis of conflicts arising from the intersection of traditional
and formal justice systems.

Strategies for adapting and preserving traditional crime control
mechanisms in contemporary society.




Week 10 Legal Pluralism and Harmonization 2 hours
Study of legal pluralism and its implications for crime control in
Nigeria.

Exploration of efforts to harmonize traditional and formal legal
systems.

Case studies highlighting successful approaches to integrating
traditional justice into the formal legal framework.

Week 11 Reflective Review and Future Prospects 2 hours
Review of key concepts, theories, and case studies covered
throughout the course.

Discussion on the potential roles of traditional crime control
mechanisms in modern governance.

Final reflections on the relevance and challenges of incorporating
traditional approaches within a changing society.

Week 12 2 hours
Week 13 2 hours
Week 14 Examination
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